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RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

Jens Brodauf 
■ ■ 

reviews senior year Pierre 
With the long-awaited 

graduation coming up, the 
time has come for a little 
review of my first (and last) 
year at an American High 
School. 

Enrolling as a senior surely 
was nice-when you don't 
know what is going on 
anyhow you are thankful that 
at least you don't have to suf
fer from the harassment of 
the "older generations." 
Naturally, it took some time 
until I found my classrooms at 
the right time, and until I 
understood such things as pep 
assemblies and the pro
ceedings at lunch-time. But 
there was always someone 
who would explain it to me, 
and make it easier to under
stand.· 

Comparing Riggs High to year. Although I cannot say weird to me at first, I see now
my German "Gymnasium" is that I enjoyed every single that they have their place in 
difficult-the school systems : day of school, on the whole, it school life. (Besides, who 
are just too different. This is 
the reason that I won't get 
any credit for the classes I 
have taken this year. Since I 
will have to take another year 
of school, I had to keep up 
with  practical ly  
everything- especially those 
subjects I will be thoroughly 
tested in for graduation next 
year. Thus, in addition to the 
requirements set up for an ex
change student by the Pierre 
school administration, I had 
to sign up for social studies, 
chemistry, and math. This 
prevented me from taking 
slough classes, and there cer
tainly wasn't any useless 
education in my courses this 

was an enjoyable experience, doesn't like to get out of class 
and I am very grateful to for an assembly?!) 
everybody. This goes for my The same is true for the op
teachers, who have been real- timistic spirit and "get involv
ly helpful, and especially for ed" philosophy- now it really 
the Dale Hartmann family, makes sense to me, and with 
with whom I stayed during knowing all these things I 
the year. would like to do the whole 

One thing I noticed was the thing over again. Alas, that is 
good equipment the teachers not the aim of an exchange 
are supported by, including year. 
the big library. Unfortunate- Speaking of South Dakota 
ly, I have the feeling, though,. in general, the places I most 
that too many of the students enjoyed were the badlands 
are not aware of these great · and the Black Hills. But I also 
facilities and therefore do not liked Pierre with its surroun
put them to use enough. But ding hills, and, above all, I 
that is probably not just a want to mention the open 
problem for Pierre, it exists friendliness of the people I 
in Germany as well. have found everywhere. Once 

AFS student recalls year 
The other big difference again,  I am very 

from my home school is  the thankful- for everything and 
wide range of extra-curricular everyone. I hope to return to 
activities with its special em- this area sometime in the not 
phasis on athletics. Although too distant future. I don't believe that this 

year is over. It passed so fast 
and I can't believe that I've 
spent my senior year in the 
United States. It's hard to 
think that I have to leave 
pretty soon. I remember in 
the beginning I had a lot of 
problems trying to under
stand and speak English. All 
of my classes were hard, 
especially State and Western 
Expansion because I didn't 
know anything about United 
States government or 
history. 

I remember my first typing 
class with Mr. Fjelstad. He 
was screaming in the class, 
and I became scared. Later he 
told my U.S. mother that he 
screams only so students can 
hear while they are typing. 

In speech class, Mr. Peter
son and the students always 
tried to help me and en
courage me which made me 
feel good. 

In November I began tak
ing night classes in English 
which helped me a lot. 

I participated in AFS 
weekends and Language 
Festivals, which I enjoyed 
very much. I also enjoyed all 
the school activities, such as 
Homecoming, the Senior
Parent party, the Prom and 
all the spring events. 

I spent may hours giving 

speeches at the schools, Girl 
Scouts and other clubs. I liked 
doing this because people 
seemed interested in knowing 
about my country. 

I am glad that the winter is 
over because it was so long 
and I didn't like the cold, but I 
loved the snow. Now that it is 
spring I am 'enjoying the out
door activities such as picnics, 
swimming and walking. 

I am excited about going 
home because I miss my fami
ly and friends. I leave Pierre 
June 30 and go to Washington 
D.C. with some AFS friends. I
have to return to El Salvador
July 12 to continue my
studies for three months
more. To receive credit for
this year here I have to take a
senior test that covers all
three years of high school. I
hope I can make it and then
continue my studies at the
University.

I want to say that this year 
was different, and I enjoyed 
the customs, the people and 
my friends in America. 

I would· like to get letters 
from my Riggs High School 
friends. My address is 4th 
Ave. Sur #26, Chalchvapa, 
Santa Ana, El Salvador, Cen
tra America. 

Gloria Marina Vargas 
AFS Student 
El Salvador, C.A. 

pep assemblies  and Auf Wiedersehen! 
cheerleaders seemed a bit Jens Brodauf 

Welding class works on projects 
The Welding III class, 

under the supervision of Mr. 
Pat Hoing, has been working 
on a unique class project this 
spring. They are building a 
goose neck flat-bed trailer for 
Mr. Jerome Jacobs. 

The eleven-member class 
has been working four at a 
time, five hours a week for a 
total pf 20 hours each on the 

22-foot frame. Because the
frame is bigger than the
welding classroom the work is
being done outside.

The class has been using 
new and old metals in the con
struction of the trailer. They 
will receive 10% of the profit 
from the work. 

The trailer is nearing com
pletion but needs axles and 
wheels to set it on the road. 

1 
Kevin Melian, left, and Scott Kelly apply the welding torch 

to the frame of the goose neck trailer which the Welding III 
class is constructing. !Schuler photo) 












